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THIS COMPLETES THE RECORD YOU REQUESTED* 

. '• V 

INDICATIONS OF GVN RESERVATIONS OR DISSENT .TO US. COURSE OF ACTION 

% * 

• * 

u BUNKER/THIEU MEETING OCTOBER 16 (SAIGON.40379) 

,, # • 

...THIEU SAID THAT THEY. WERE. CONCERNED ABOUT THE NLF 
APPEARING WITH THEIR FLAG, BEING TREATED AS A SEPARATE 
GOVERNMENT OF ENTITY: FROM HANOI, SEATING. ARRANGEMENTS IN SUCH 
A WAY AS TO MAXE IT APPEAR THAT. HANOI AND THE U.S. WERE 
OPPOSITES, THAT THE NLF AND SAIGON WERE. OPPOSITES, ETC. 

I SAID WE WERE VERY CONSCIOUS OF THE EFFORTS. WHICH. HANOI AND 
THE NLF WILL MAKE-TO ESTABLISH THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE NLF. 

IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT. WE FELT THE ONLY. FORMULA WAS "OUR 
SIDE, . YOUR SIDE." AS FOR THE. TACTICS WHICH. HANOI. AND NLF 
MIGHT USE TO FURTHER THEIR EFFORTS, I. THOUGHT THE BEST THING' 

WAS TO LEAVE THIS TO OUR TWO DELEGATIONS TO HANDLE. BECAUSE 

THEY WOULD BE CONSCIOUS.OF. THE.PROBLEMS... ' 

■ . - ' % 

- . . ,««♦.#• * 

• * - - <■ / - * .. 4 ‘ . , • * 

♦ . * • m « * ’ , » •* 

2. HERZ/THANH MEETING OCTOBER 18 CSAI60N 40627) 

• FOREIGN MINISTER THANH. CALLED. IN POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
OCTOBER 18 TO INFORM HIM. THAT PRESIDENT. THIEU. HAS SENT 
INSTRUCTIONS TO AMBASSADORS DIEM IN. WASHINGTON AND.LAM IN 
PARIS TO •REAFFIRM" THAT IF THE NLF-PARTICAPATES IN PARIS 
NEGOTIATIONS "AS A SEPARATE ENTITY".THE-GVN WILL NOT 
PARTICIPATE.. THE PRESIDENT, THANH SAID, CONSIDERS THAT 
PARTICIPATION OF THE GVN IN NEGOTIATIONS WOULD.BRING "NO 
ADVANTAGE" UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES... 

...THANH THEREUPON SAID.THE GVN. UNDERSTANDS THAT THE OTHER 
SIDE WILL "PRETEND" THAT THE NLF IS A SEPARATE ENTITY BUT 
THEY WANT ASSURANCES THAT THE US WILL. NOT TREAT THEM. AS SUCH, 

HE POINTED TO THE.PENULTIMATE PARAGRAPH ON THE HONOLULU 
COMMUNIQUE WHICH HAD SAID THAT NEGOTIATIONS.SHOULD "INVOLVE 

DIRECTLY NORTH VIET NAM AND SOUTH VIET NAM..." 

... * * 1 > 
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S. BERGER CONVERSATION NITH VICE PRESIDENT KY (SAIGON 40702) 
orppvp THFH REFERRED TO THE ATlg&PTS HERE TO REOPEN THE 

DISCUslfoiM)F NLF PARTICIPATION WHICH NETHOUGW. HAD |EM . 

SETTLED IN OUR JOINT NEGOTIATIONS NEETING ON THE^BASIS^F UUK 

SIDE/YOUR SIDE-FORMULA* BERG£R SUOTED^IHE-VIC^RESIDENI 

™ Sfrp^cimio^rpR fci^Tut T “ T Rl“.?S HAD 
KSgHeI WaFt® «> wSuLD ATTEND* -THE. NEETINGS. - - 

THE VICE PRESIDENT ATTEMPTED TO^ARGUE-THAT^IT. 

™Oli®wMiM SBrtFlHlFwffiE^ FULL- 
FLEDGED BERBER OF THE BE ? 0 J|?H 0 ?STx B HANOI:aND D THE NlFmIGHT" 
SIFto ENMNCE U ITS F STATUst THERE SERE ?$ Y !gREE H TO D HAVE f£^ s ; 

OUR DELEGATES IN PARIS... • 

v TU . U p iT ctpn THE QUEIION-OF THE "OTHER CONDITIONS t 
W» WSjJSSjT«| ™^Vi™ AFTER^ - 
BOMBING STOPPED, OR THE aTTONS COULD NOT GO ON 

Iot Siwo! Sae iSformed and understands what our position 
WILL BE. 

KY SAID HE THOUGHT THIS WOULD NT ■™j^£gn£°'£g? . 

SL T wcf reifDmf PRESBIN^HHU, IT be ym 

» iu..mr natters here.- 

tf —, • • T^inT"- troitt-u E w (j£ ARE NOT UNITED $ AND 

wenFo" tw^ mscoJrsI^ ow thieu-s unwillingness 
TO COOPERATE WITH HIM. 

BERGER LED THE VICE n ^5 S iS E si E B THIEU 0 IN H SUPPORT S OF J tfHAT 
AS TO WHETHER KY WAS GG JWG JO SEE.THI GOING TO SEE 

SUPPORT OUR POSITION.. 

BERGER SAID HE ^J^PTPJfpo^BACX^O^AMB^uSERr 
THIS IS WHAT KY WISHED HIM. TO ORT BA X tflLL taLK T0 THIEU 

Sd^ilFsIe S?’we U «n°cone t! A I understanding,.but I do not 
PROMISE THAT WE CAN..." 


OCTOBER 20 MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU. 


. ..THIEU LISTENED ATTENTIVELY, MAKING H ALT! A 

•PLIED AS FOLLOWS, ARE IMT AGAINST A.] maNY 

^diFbnI! bw S i E ha5e sin“ rIauzed. they cannot be ful- 
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pti i rn a Nil TT IS IMPRACTICAL FOR US TO ASK : TOO MUCH* IN 

SunSS ytK«“£iw ; «rouses Kg'inumri' 

WHICH WERE IN TRAIN, HE FOUND THEY JJID NOT REGARD |V» 

SKSgglg 

ACCE^^THE^Lf^eIScE AS A SEPARATE-ENTITY; THAT. ; IS THE 
PROBLEM.* " .1 ' ' 

TUTTtr thfN' ufbT 0N« # AFTER THE NSC_MEETING WORD 
VENT'S™THATW I Sb THE - PR ME- 1®™® , • 

WERE^UMORS OF DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST THE.GOVERNMENT, t _. 

nitunpc THAT ky HAD*-ORDERED PILOTS*. TO BOMB-THE. PALACE IF • 

happen.^Rumors^of^assassination. a^so oh. 

rjir iiAur mo nTTlTTGllLTY IF. THE NLF ARE MEMBERS, Or :Uifi. «nWwJ- 
mUURpTo’ATTC!ffl H fHE^EET: m!. T 0R D IF VE MIT 

^fHE^.S^fT^rHoI^WR^f^E^OPr'I^EVE^^NT^THEREFORE 
IT is- BETTER TO WORK THIS OUT IN ADVANCE* 

UNITID^STATES^A^POWERFUL^COUNTRY^TO^ENTEB^THE^NEGOTIATZONS 

WVf K cSuNrav! IN f do'nSt’tmnk 1J5 3&SS& 

TO MOVE? THERE ARE TOO MANY PEOPLE_ffiRE WITH TOO MANY 
AMBITIONS WHO WOULD USE THIS AS A, PRETEXX_TO MAKE^TROUBLE* 

I AM A . SOLDIER AND I AM PREPARED FOR WHATEVER JStaSti’tt? 

T MUST RECOGNIZE THE SERIOUS. DISTURBANCES.AND-INSTABILITY 

THAT COULD FOLLOW* IF THIS SHOULD. BECOME- AN. ISSUE: IN THIS 
COUOTRY-^MOREVER* THERE IS ft FEAR -THAT- YOU WILL : ABANDON 
US, AS THE-FRENCH DID IN 1954** 

5. BUNKER’S DISCUSSION WITH F 0 REI £N_MINI S JE R .,, 7 ,- 0 s 

*OUR SIDE/YOUR SIDE*. FORMULA, OCTOBER-24-...CSAIG0N 40760)* 

* . 1 \ . ' * - * 

TM PRjrqp-MTTNG His' PAPER (SAIGON 40788) .ON INSTRUCTIONS 

from Iffi raiiK thaSh sai^-we: think, iys necessary 

TO ARRIVE AT A PREVIOUS AGREEMENT.WITH NORTH VIE ^-NAM BEFORE 
THP* FIRST MEETING AFTER A DECISION TO STOP THE. BOMBING» 

HE SAID THAT WHILE THESE QUESTIONS.INVOLVE. PROCEDURE, THE 
GVN PLACES IMPORTANCE UPON THEM "BECAUSE THEY. DERIVE FROM 
A DUKTION OF PRINCIPLE. THAT NEITHER VE NORTHE USG HAVE 
RECOGNIZED THE NLF AS A GOVERNMENT OR AS A DE_FACTO 
AUTHORITY, NOR EVEN AS DISTINCT POLIT 1 CAL. ENTITY * HE^ 

POINTED OUT THAT GOVERNOR HARRIMAN HAD SAID.THAT WE DONT 
EVEN CONSIDER THEM TO BE A. POLITICAL. PARTY* HE TjffiN SET 
FORTH THE POSITIONS ORALLY, SUBSTANTIALLY ALONG.THE LINE 
OF THE TEXT THAT WE HAVE TRANSMITTED. . 

THANH REPLIED THAT IN THE. GVN VIEWS THESE WERE NOT 
MATTeJs OF PRoSdURE BUT GO TO THE HEART OF WHAT THE WAR : 
IS ABOUT.-THE GVN HAS TAKEN THE POSITION THAT THE.NLF IS ^ # 

A WEAPON OF THE DRV, . AND IF. IT pium - _ u _ ftTH ro 

•rnMPjrnirS ANYTHING ON THAT ISSUE IT WOULD ENABLE -THE OTHER 7 . . 

C?A™TH 4 T THIS IS NOT AN INTERNATIONAL- WAR BUT 
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AN INTERNAL WAR IN WHICH THE GVN DOES NOT HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO CALL FOR FOREIGN ASSISTANCE* THE-DRV POSITION THAT * 

THIS IS A CIVIL WAR IS THE BASIS ON WHICH THEY DENOUNCE 
BOTH ALLIED "INTERVENTION" AND THE BOMBING OF THE'NORTH* i 
TO CONCEDE A SEPARATE EXISTENCE TO THE NLF WOULD THUS 
REMOVE THE BASIS FOR AN ALLIED PRESENCE IN;SOUTH VIET-NAM. 

• ••THANH SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY THOUGHT THAT. IF HANOI 
COME THROUGH WITH ACCEPTANCE OF-OUR CONDITIONS, THE;BOMBING 
MIGHT. BE STOPPED AND SOME: SECRET.SESSIONS HELD WITH THE 
OTHER SIDE TO IRON OUT. THE PROCEDURAL-POINTS BEFORE A REGULAR 
SESSION IS HELD. ‘ IN OTHER- WORDS,. HE PERSONALLY DID. NOT SEE 
THAT THE QUESTIONS THAT HE HAD; RAISED NEED BE. AN OBSTACLE 
TO A BOMBING CESSATION.: THANH SAID "WE DO NOT QUESTION 
THE OUR SIDE/YOUR- SIDE FORMULA,- BUT OUR- UNDERSTANDING HAD 
BEEN THAT. ON OUR SIDE THERE WOULD-BE; TWO" DELEGATIONS AND 
ON- THE OTHER SIDE - ONLY "ONE." HE CLAIMED THAT. AT OUR VARIOUS 
CONSULTATIVE MEETINGS WITH .THIEU IT HAD NEVER BEEN; IMPLIED 
THAT THE OTHER. SIDE MIGHT CLAIM. TO BE MORE. THAT ONE DELEGATION, 
I SAID OUR RECORDS OF THOSE DISCUSSIONS ARE.VERY CLEAR. 

WE NEVER FOR A MOMENT CONTEMPLATED THAT THERE WOULD BE TWO 
DELEGATIONS ON ONE SIDE AND ONLY ONE ON THE OTHER. THE 
ESSENCE OF THE FORMULA IS THAT EACH SIDE DECIDES HOW IT 
WILL ORGANIZE - ITSELF AND WE' DON’T CARE WHOM. HANOI BRINGS 
ALONG. ' \ • 

% 

- 

THANH SAID "BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND. THE. VICE PRESIDENT 
ARE VERY APPREHENSIVE ABOUT WHAT MAY HAPPEN HERE IF THE NLF 
IS GIVEN THE APPEARANCE OF A SEPARATE ENTITY. THERE MAY 
BE DEMONSTRATIONS OF POLITICAL GROUPS, -THE MORALE OF OUR 
TROOPS WOULD SUFFER, ETC. , WE WOULD VERY. MUCH APPRECIATE 
YOUR HELP IN THIS MATTER,-IN DEVISING .SOME PROCEDURES TO 
AVOID GIVING THE NLF.SEPARATE STATUS.". I SAID.THE GVN 
COULD MAKE A STRONG-AND POSITIVE PRONOUNCEMENT REJECTING 
ANY SUCH STATUS. AS FOR DISORDERS, I SAID MAYBE. I HAVE 
MORE-CONFIDENCE. IN THE STRENGTH OF THE. PRESENT. GOVERNMENT 
THAN MR. THANH-HAS. ONLY IF IT ACTS APPREHENSIVELY WILL 
IT BECOME WEAK. IF IT-ACTS CONFIDENTLY, EVERYONE WILL 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE ENEMY IS THE ONLY ONE WHO HAS BEEN 
FORCED TO MAKE IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS. 


• • • * 


6. BUNKER’S TALK WITH PRESIDENT THIEU OCTOBER* 22-CSAIGON 40884) 

« ■ m *C , ■ * > 

• • „ ,, T . 

HERZ TALXED WITH FOREIGN MINISTER THIS AFTERNOON ON 
PROCEDURAL DETAILS CSEE SEPTEL), AND.BERGER AND I TALKED FOR AN 
HOUR WITH THIEU. - I THINK I AM SAFE-IN SAYING THAT WE ARE 
MAKING GOOD PROGRESS'GETTING.RID OF THE UNDERBRUSH, AND 
DEFINING AND NARROWING THE ISSUE WHICH WORRIES THEM. 


' THIEU SENT ME MESSAGE THROUGH THE- FOREIGN MINISTER THAT WHEN HE 
AGREED TO THE PROPOSED JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT FOR. A CESSATION, 

"IT WAS ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE NLF WOULD NOT.PARTICIPATE 
AS A SEPARATE ENTITY...." 

...THIEU THEN SAID THAT WHAT .HE WOULD LIKE.IN ADVANCE^ IHE ' 
TALXS IS AN UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN U.S. . AND. HANOI.THAT- KAMI JULL 
TALK SERIOUSLY TO THE GVN. . 

IF THAT ASSURANCE WAS OBTAINED HE-WAS NOT CONCERNED ABOUT./:.--***. 

THE NLF PRESENCE. HAS HANOI ACCEPTED TO TALK-TO. SAIGON, ' ” ' 

’»•**■* * rifrn nrnrATmt V » 








7* BUNKER MEETING WITH THIEU AND KY OCTOBER 23; FULL 

ACCOUNT (SAIGON 41044) ' ; 

•••THIEU SAID THE 6VN HAS A MAJOR PROBLEM.AND WISHES 
TO WORK WITH U.S. IN TRYING TO SOLVE. IT. FROM T HEIR POINT OF 
VIEW THE BOMBING HALT IS: NOT-A VERY IMPORTANT- MATTER. -WHAT IS 
IMPORTANT IS TO CONVINCE THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE-THAT IT WOULD 
LEAD TO AN END TO THE WAR AND THAT. HANOI. WILL BE OBLIGED 

TO TALK WITH SAIGON.- HIS. PRINCIPAL. WORRY,. THIEU SAID, 

IS THAT THE VIETNAMESE. PEOPLE'WOULD; NOT-UNDERSTAND. IF THE 
GVN SITS DOWN AT THE SAME TABLE WITH.-THE NLFi. THEY WOULD 
REACT WITH A WAVE OF FEAR AND.DESPAIR-WHICH.COULD RESULT . 

IN MASS DESERTIONS FROM-THE RFIAND-PF,. A. PRECIPITOUS 

DROP IN THE CHIEB HOI PROGRAM, - AND THE. STALLING. OF THE. PACIFICATION 

OFFENSIVE, AND IN THE CITIES:-: PANIC SALES,^ COMMUNIST 

PROPAGANDA, DEMONSTRATIONS,AND COUNTER-DEMONSTRATIONS 

BY CATHOLICS AND THE BUDDHISTS, AND PERHAPS MUTINY (NOT 

A COUP) AMONG SOME OF-THE ARMED FORCES., AT ANY RATE, 

THE MORALE OF THE PEOPLE WOULD:SUFFER-A SRAVE BLOW.... 


.. .THIEU THEN -DEVELOPED THE. IDEAS THAT THE U.S. SHOULD 
OBTAIN FROM THE DRV SOME UNDERTAKING.THAT HANOI.WAS "SINCERE" 

IN WISHING TO TALK WITH SAIGON; THAT THERE MUST ALSO BE 
ASSURANCES THAT HANOI WOULD. RESORT TO NO. TRICKS OR 
PROPAGANDA OR JOCKEYING TO PUT THE NLF IN. SOME SPECIAL 
POSITION; AND, FINALLY, THAT WE MUST WORK OUT THE PROCEDURAL 
PROBLEMS SO THAT THE. OTHER SIDE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO .CLAIM THAT 
WE WERE CONFERRING SOME.IMPROVED STATUS ON THE NLF.... 

KY THEREUPON SAID THE GVN WAS NOT. UNWILLING-TO ACCEPT 
THE RISK OF GOING INTO NEGOTIATIONS, ALL- THEY WERE ASKING 
WAS SOME HEL P IN EXPLAINING TO THEIR OWN PEOPLE THAT THEY 
WERE NOT BEING FORCED TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE NLF. I . \ 

SAID, "IT IS YOUR-LEADERSHIP, MR. VICE PRESIDENT,.THAT CAN 
SWING YOUR PEOPLE." KY SAID THE. LEADERSHIP:IS THERE BUT THEY 

WERE. UP AGAINST A PROBLEM OF.DEEP PUBLIC-SUSPICION. 

I REFERRED TO THE JOINT STATEMENT. ON. WHICH WE HAD AGREED 
AND WHICH WOULD SHOW WHY WE WERE STOPPING .THE.BOMBING AND 
SITTING DOWN WITH THE OTHER SIDE.. KY THEN SAID IT MIGHT 
BE SUFFICIENT TO REACH AN UNDERSTANDING-THAT IF THE GVN SAID 
"WE ARE GOING TQ PARIS TO .TALK WITH HANOI", THE DRV 
WOULD AT LEAST NOT CONTRADICT THEM AND.CLAIM. THAT-THE GVN 
WAS BEING FORCED TO 60 TO PARIS TO TALK WITH.THE NLF. 

KY FINALLY SAID THE GVN WAS . REALLY-ASKING US TO HELP 
THEM "SAVE FACE". WE SAID IT IS HANOI AND THE.NLF WHOSE 
FACE NEEDS SAVING, NOT THE. GVN WHICH WILL BEi LEADING FROM 
STRENGTH.... 

* * * 

...THIEU RECAPITULATED THE THREE POINTS (PARAGRAPH 4. ABOVE, 

AND PARAGRAPH 2 REFTEL), ADDING "WE HAVE TO BE SURE THAT WE 

GET THOSE THINGS BEFORE WE CAN GO INTO-THE. CONFERENCE." I_ . - 

REPLIED ALONG THE LINES SET FORTH. IN PARAGRAPH 3 REFTEL. '■ 

THIEU SAID THEY NEEDED AGREEMENT WITH. HANOI ON THE PROCEDORAl^jr LIBRARY 

MATTERS BEFORE THEY COULD GO INTO TALKS, BUT. TOWARD THE 

END OF THE DISCUSSION HE WAS LESS CATEGORICAL. ABOUT THIS $> 

THAN BEFORE.... U 



8. BERGER/THANH MEETING OCTOBER 24-(SAIGON 41093) 

• • 

BERGER AND HERZ MET WITH THANH THIS. MORNING ANDJIENT OVER 

THE WHOLE RANGE OF PROCEDURAL PROBLEMS*. THE- 5I S £Hb S I 85 nnwr-rorw rv 
QUICKLY DISPOSED OF FLAGS AND-NAME PLATES,. NAME FOR-THE CONFERENCE, 

ORDER OF ENTRANCE, CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE DELEGATION, 

OPENING STATMENT, AND REFERENCES TO THE OTHER SIDE. ^ 

ALTHOUGH WE HAD MADE CLEAR THAT IDEAS-ADVANCED-BY U.S. • 

(SAIGON 40885) HAD BEEN. TENTATIVE,.. AS-A, BASIS FOR.DISCUSSION, 

WE DO HAVE AN AGREEMENT AD REFERENDUM. ALONG-THE. LINES^SUGGESTED 

IN PARIS 22740 * . HOWEVER,;THERE. ARE SOME^REMAINING. PROBLEMS* 

.. .... - -- • 

ALTHOUGH IT IS MORE THAN a PROCEDURAL- MATTER*-• THE m 
FONMIN REITERATED THAT THE .GVN EXPECTS U.S.1TO "OBTAIN - 

THAT.NORTH VIETNAM WILL MAKE-IT KNOWN-THAT IT ACCEPTS_ 

TO ENTER INTO SERIOUS. TALKS. WITH -THE. GOVERNMENT. QF THE__^ 

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, :.OR AE LEAST NOT- TO DENY OUR' ASSERTION^ 

TO THAT EFFECT."' WE REFERRED TO THE AGREED. JOINT STATEMENT 
IN WHICH THE TWO PRESIDENTS .WOULD: SAY. THAT. "THEY HAVE 
GOOD REASON TO BELIEVE THAT- NORTH VIETNAM: INTENDS SERIOUSLY 
TO JOIN THEM-IN DEESCALATINS THE WAR:'AND. IN ENTERING-INTO SERIOUS 

TALXS ON THE SUBSTANCE OF A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT* * 

• * 

**.ONE POSSIBLE STICKING POINT WAS THAT THANH WISHED 
IT TO BE UNDERSTOOD THE "QUESTION OF INTERNAL-POLITICS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CANNOT BE RAISED. BY EITHER SIDE 
AT THE CONFERENCE." WE EXPLAINED THAT-OUR-POSITION HAS 
BEEN ALL ALONG THAT EACH SIDE MUST BE FREL TO BRING UP 
ANYTHING IT LIKES* THANH SAID THE.GVN WOULD NOT BRING UP 
INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF NORTH VIETNAM AND WOULD CATEGORICALLY 
REFUSE TO DISCUSS ITS OWN' INTERNAL MATTERS AT, AN INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE.**. 

...FINALLY* THANH WANTED ASSURANCES THAT-ANY AGREEMENT. 

COMING OUT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WOULD NOT BE SIGNED BY 
THE NLF*... 

9. BUNKER MEETING WITH THIEU AND KY AGAIN MORNING'OCTOBER 
25 (SAIGON 41180) 

■ * 

IN WHICH WE ARE MEETING 

feggJiSf «SS“o5 

RESOLVE ANY DOUBTS ABOUT THERE BEING SERIOUS TALKS 
RVTUFFN THE* fiVN AND THE DRVN* ABOUT OUR.. NOT PUTTING DP 
S!t£ TRICKS !r THE CONFERENCE, AND ABOUT NON-RECOGNITION 
THE NLF I MENTIONED THAT IN ADDITION PRESIDENT JOHNSON 
rnMTFMPiATFS MAKING A STATEMENT ON THE LATTER SUBJECT. 
wll^NOTED THAT AT YESTERDAY’S MEETING WITH THANH, 

A MEniNG OF MINDS WAS ACHIEVED ON MOST PROCEDURAL MATTERS. 


THIEU “!g I ?®^Ip E c ?f| T ?LL U LOTKMfF“ D SoSEpSLlC SIGN 1" 

IMS 

«TNT Y A THE VICE PRESIDENT, HE SAID, HAD. PROPOSED AN ADDITMN , 
^THE JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT WHICH WOULD MAKE IT CLEARER THAT ~ 


iij item 


TV 





i 
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THE NLF WOULD NOT BE A SEPARATE ENTITY. KY READ THE ADDITION 
TO US, WHICH WOULD READ "FOLLOWING THE CESSATION OF BOMBING, 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM AND THE GOVERNMENT 
OF NORTH VIET-NAM WILL OPEN.DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS WITH A 
VIEW TO SECURING A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT." THIS, KY SAID, 

WOULD TAKE. THE PLACE OF THE PRESENT .LAST. PARAGRAPH. 



PARAGRAPH OF THE AGREED JOINT STATEMENT, AND I ASSUMED 
THAT THE GVN DIDN’T HAVE IN MIND IGNORING.-THE ROLE:THE U.S. 
WOULD PLAY IN NEGOTIATIONS. OUT _OF THE.ENSUING .DISCUSSION 
CAME THE FIRST PROPOSAL, WHICH I AGREED TO.TRANSMIT TO. 
WASHINGTON WITH MY ENDORSEMENT; .THAT IN-THE SECOND PARAGRAPH. 
OF THE JOINT. ANNOUNCEMENT WE INSERT: THE,NORDS "AND DIRECT" 

SO THAT, WITir SLIGHT GRAMMATICAL ADJUSTMENT,. THE. CLAUSE / 
WOULD READ "...BELIEVE,THAT NORTH. VIET-NAM INTENDS 
SERIOUSLY TO JOIN-THEM IN DEESCALATING THE .WAR. AND TO ENTER 
INTO SERIOUS AND DIRECT TALKS WITH..." X .BELIEVE.THIS MINOR 
AMENDMENT SHOULD CAUSE. US NO DIFFICULTY. 


THEN, HOWEVER, THE GVN SIDE-PROPOSED.A SUBSTITUTE 
LAST PARAGRAPH WHICH MIGHT CAUSE US GREAT: DIFFICULTY. 

THEY PROPOSED SAYINGS "THE FIRST MEETING OF THE REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM AND THE 
UNITED STATES WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES. OF NORTH VIET-NAM 
WILL BE CONVENED IN PARIS AT (TIME AND DATE)." I SAID 
THIS WOULD BE MOST UNWISE. 'INEVITABLY WE WOULD BE ASKED 
RIGHT AWAY IF THE NLF WOULD BE THERE, AND WE, WOULD HAVE TO 
SAY YES. THE GVN WAS TRYING TO ESTABLISH THE CONFERENCE AS A 
THREE-POWER CONFERENCE, THE DRVN. IS TRYING TO ESTABLISH . 

IT AS A FOUR-POWER 

CONFERENCE, WHEREAS THE WHOLE IDEA OF THE "OUR.SIDE/YOUR 
SIDE" FORMULA IS TO LET EACH SIDE.ORGANIZE-ITSELF AS IT 
LIKES. OUR OWN POSITION ON THE NLF WOULD BE MADE 
CLEARW• 


AT THIS POINT I THOUGHT IT USEFUL TO READ.TO THIEU AND 
KY THE PROPOSED TEXT OF WHAT THE PRESIDENT MIGHT SAY ABOUT 
OUR NON-RECOGNITION OF THE NLF (PARA 5 STATE. 259838 AS 
AMENDED IN SAIGON 43973). I. SAID-BOTH OF US WOULD THUS 
BE MAKING OUR POSITION CLEAR, BUT CALLING ATTENTION TO THIS 
MATTER IN THE.JOINT STAXMENT. WOULD BE AGAINST OUR INTEREST. 

KY COUNTERED BY SAYING THAT IF WE- ARE PREPARED TO MAXE THE 
POINT ABOUT NON-RECOGNITION SEPARATELY,.WHY SHOULDN’T ? 

WE DO SO JOINTLY? (THE IMPLICATION HERE AS.PERHAPS THAT THE 
PARAGRAPH IN QUESTION, INSTEAD OF BEING IN OUR OWN PRESIDENTIAL 
STATEMENT, SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE JOINT STATEMENT.) THIEU 
SAID INCLUSION OF SUCH LANGUAGE IN THE JOINT STATEMENT.WOULD GO 
A LONG WAY TO CALM POPULAR FEARS THAT THE GVN WOULD BE SENDING 
A DELEGATION TO PARIS TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE NLF. I SAID .THE GVN 
SHOULD TRUST US AS THEY HAVE TRUSTED US UP TO NOW..WE HAVE 
MERITED THAT TRUST' AND THEY SHOULD.NOT ACT:AS IF THEY DOUBTED' 
OUR REPEATEDLY STATED POSITION, WHICH WOULD.BE REITERATED YET 
ANOTHER TIME, THAT WE. DO NOT RECOGNIZE THE. NLF BUT REGARD ITi. 

AS A TOOL OF HANOI. 
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THIEU SAID THERE IS NOT PROBLEM OF.TRUST' BUT.THE 6VN. HAS 
A PROBLEM WITH m MORALE OF ITS TROOPS-AND. CIVIL. POPULATION 

n5?«&"SwSmsi3rw refd.ikywaxed. fSS ^ ritwS ^ 

SAYING THAT "IF WE SIT DOWN WITH THE NLF AS. EQUALS* THE WHOLE 

RAISON D’ETRE OF THE REGIME IS pcou aPS wiTji 

ALONG THE SAME LINES AS AT. THE LAST MEETING. ||}OUGHJPERHAPS WITH 
A LITTLE LESS PATIENCE POiNriNGOUT^THAT^NORECOSNITION^S 
INVOLVED AND THAT THEY ARE A LOT^STRONGER THAN^THEY SEEM TO 
THTNif THEY ARE I FINALLY SAID IF THEY. INSIST-ON A SEPARATE 
PARAGRAPH IN THE JO INTSTATEMENT; ALONG -THE. LINES. OF PARAGRAPH 

I WOULD PUT IT UP TO.WASHINGTON^ CTHE REST:OF THE-MEETING 
DEALT WITH PROCEDURAL MATTERS,-REPORTED IN SEPTEL.> 

s • « „ . 

. • « - ■ 7 • 

10*. BUNXER/THIEU MEETING: OCTOBER 29 CSAIGOS 41436) 

* * * , . ^ i « . 

THIEU FEELS HE MUST TALK-TO-VICE PRESIDENT KY-.AND. WILLD0 

SOONEST. HE HOPES'TO HAVE ANSWK BY. 2200 HOU^LOCAL^ -AND WgL 

CALL. ME. I TOLD HIM WE WILL ASK FOR .IMMEDIATE- MEETING .WITH- HIM 
AND KY WHEN WE HEAR FROM HIM.v 

Thtfii FTNDS NOV 2 "TOO SOON" AND "TOO FAST" FOR FIRST MEETING. 
HE H?. L SESDKY TO PARIS 10 SERVE AS ADVIS0R.T0 FIRST.MEETING 

m SnriMS? a® it Sill take several pays to pull delegation 

TOGETHER AND GIVE THEM INSTRUCTIONS. 

wf qath why NOT PUT FIRST MEETING-OFF A FEW DAYS. I 
ASKED HIM HOW LONG. HE SAID HE WISHED TO CONSULT WITH KY. 

™“g l T sl§ SITave R beS mSSmnF Ii™onths 

TO GET SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS GOING, AND ?°?c H Sn E REASON C SHY ITMENT 
AND a FIRM DATE GIVEN US BY HANOI. THERE IS NO REASON WHY 

WE SHOULD DELAY ANY FURTHER. 

unit may rf SURE I ARGUED CASE FOR IMMEDIATE-DECISION BY THIEU 
uTTmMT^nNSItl.TrNG ANYONE, AND CASE FOR THE DATES AND TIMES 
srec?FIED TMEU SAID HE COULD NOT HAKE THAI. DECISION HIMSELF 
aSd SI Mffl-D 1 1W ME H?i VIEVS ON CESSATION AND MEETING DATES 
THIS EVENING.... 

II. BUNKER MEETING WITH THIEU AND KY.OCTOBER 29 (SAIGON 41449) 

poth tut tty A*SlD KY ARGUED THAT THEY NEED MORE TIME TO 
PREPARE FOR FIRST MEETING MENTIONING WEEK OR TEN DAYS DELAY 
To^pnirPfiRF THEIR DELEGATION, THEIR LEADERSHIP, AND THEIR PEOPLE, 

1° IMPOSSIBLeI .THEY AGAIN EXPRESSED FEARS THEY WOULD. 

BE insulted^at first meeting and be called,puppets, etc. 

UF ARGUED WITH THEM AT LENGTH. I SAID PRESIDENT WANTED TO 
GO TOGETHER WITH THEM, WAS THEIS^T FRIEND.AND HAD 

AT HOME AND ABROAD^^THE^PRESIDENT FELT HE HAD TO PROCEED AND 
f^MT^TWFT^rnnPERATION THE URGENCIES WERE SUCH THAT 

PRESWENT E MIGHT HAVE T TO ANNOUNCE TOMORROW. THEY SAID THEY REALIZED 

URgIncIIs SOT THEY WISHED TO CONSULT FURTHER. WITH NATIONAL- _ 

SECURITY COUNCIL. £?~y': , 

T mi n THIEU I HAD TO HAVE AN ANSWER. TONIGHT, AND HE-.S^ ^^fe^,^ 
wouio ^ SI WHEN COUNCIL FINISHED ITS DELIBERATIONS. ^=p| 
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COMMENT: I THINK THEY ABE. NOT .eR6*»I^- ? 
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ARE NOT PLAYING IN- AMERICAN. POLITICS.) 

12. BUNKEB/THANlf MEETING. OCTOBER 29 CSAIGON 41450) 

tttanm catd THE PRESIDENT HAD CONFERRED WITH 

THE TWO-HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. UNTIL- SHORTLY 

S^wsssi 

ALsfw ITHJTHE LEADERS OF^PARLIAMENI ARY gl^posSIBLE^THAT^THEY WOULD 

SSInK "SuSSf SESSIol g ™«-TO G ° VE ” 

authority To enter into peace negotiations*. 

•fUAMu At en <?ATn PRESIDENT THIEU HAD-RECEIVED A. DISTURBING TELEGRA 

*SS5g 

SkSSrs smbm?™ 
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pno TH ™ REASONS. AND FOR THE REASONS THAT HAVE BEEN 
STAim If Iffi PReIxDENI AND THE. VICE PRESIDENT,^® GVN 
MATERIALLY MORE TIME” TO SETTLE. THESE MATTERS 
STn PREPARE* A DELEGATION BEFORE THEY CAN’ AGREE- TO A DATE FOR 
THE BOMBING^HALT ANDINCEPTION OF THE-NEGOTIATIONS. 

t atttp tm THE CONVERSATION. THANH RAISED. ANOTHER POINT. 

HE SA^n PRESIDENT THIEU HAD MADE IT CLEAR: IN HIS INSTRUCTIONS 
S THAT THE GVN CONSIDERS. IT' IMPORTANT TO- SETTLE 

THE PROCEDURAL QUESTIONS WITH..HANOI BEFORE. THEY G.0 INTO THE 
FIRST MEETING, IN ORDER TO AVOID AN UNDIGNIFIED WRANGLE 

OVER PROCEDURE AT THE FIRST. -REGULAR.SESSION . 

0VE ?tnaity THaNH SAID "THE PRESIDENT. WISHES .TO COOPERATE 
BUT HE^EEDS MORE TIME". READING FROM. NOTES OF THE^EETING 
IN THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE THAT HAD PRECEDED OURS ^ITH THANH* 

Snr- T 2lin -THE PRESIDENT HAS SAID HE IS VERY ANXIOUS TO 
rnnPERATE h! IS ANXIOUS TO BE HELPFUL, BUT. HE HAS TO TAKE 
TNTO^CONSIDERATION THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY- AND THE CONSTITUTION 
SStS? HYPER-SENSITIVITY OF THE ISSUE OF THE STATUS OF 
THF NLE H HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE IT MENTIONED TO PRESIDENT 
THAT IF*WE^GO INTO TALKS WITHOUT NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS THERE 
WILL BE A PROGRESSIVE DISINTEGRATION." HE DOESN’T KNOW ": . 

uuitther THESE CONCERN HAVE BEEN REPORTED TO WASHINGTON, vf-r- 
T SAlf THEY HAVE INDEED BEEN REPORTED TO .WASHINGTON AND M fSR ttJ EIBMR 
HAVE GONE TO GREAT LENGTHS TO MEET THEM. . 
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13. BUNKER’S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT. THIEU OCTOBER 30 
CSAIGON 41521). 

I OPENED BY SAYING I HAD INSTRUCTIONS TO DELIVER 
AN ORAL MESSAGE FROM. THE PRESIDENT, AND THEN. TRANSMITTED 

THE WHOLE OF THE MESSAGE ALMOST VERBATIM. 

• * / 

THIEU REACTED EMOTIONALLY AND DISJOINTEDLY, **YOU ARE 
POWERFUL. YOU CAN SAY TO SMALL NATIONS.WHAT YOU WANT. WE 
UNDERSTAND AMERICA’S SACRIFICE .FOR VIET-NAM... ALL VIETNAMESE 
KNOW OUR LIFE DEPENDS ON US SUPPORT. BUI YOU CANNOT FORCE 
US TO DO ANYTHING AGAINST-OUR INTEREST- THIS . NEGOTIATION- 
IS NOT A LIFE OR DEATH MATTER FOR THE US BUT: IT IS FOR 
VIET-NAM. I INTEND TO MAKE. A SPEECH, TO M.Y PEOPLE AND I 
WILL EXPRESS MY GRATITUDE, AND THAT. OF MY GOVERNMENT AND 
MY PEOPLE, FOR WHAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON. HAS.DONE: FORDS." 

HE THEN SAID THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH. STOOD IN THE WAY 
OF OUR AGREEMENT FOR A MEETING WERE . NOT SECONDARY'BUT 
CRUCIAL. HE.REFERRED,TO DIFFERENCES IN WHAT WAS.SAID HERE 
AND IN PARIS AND THEN DEFINED. THE- IWO ISSUES. WHICH WERE 
CRUCUALi 

A. WE MUST GET FROM HANOI AN AGREEMENT BEFOREHAND 
AND THEY WILL NEGOTIATE DIRECTLY WITH.THE GVN. 

B. WE MUST ALSO GET THEIR AGREEMENT THAT THE.NLF IS 
NOT A SEPARATE DELEGATION. 

THIEU KEPT CIRCLING AROUND THE PROBLEM. I.FINALLY 
TOLD HIM POINT BLANK THAT SINCE WE CANNOT GET THESE ASSUR¬ 
ANCES, IF HE INSISTS ON MAKING HIS AGREEMENT. CONDITIONAL 
ON SUCH ASSURANCES, WE SHALL HAVE TO GO OUR SEPARATE WAYS. 

I WARNED HIM OF THE CONSEQUENCES IF HE FORCED US INTO THIS 
POSITION. I THEN ASKED HIM IF HE-WAS OR WAS NOT PREPARED 
TO GO WITH PRESIDENT JOHNSON ON THE TWO DATES. . 

THIEU SAID HE NEEDED A WEEK BETWEEN THE JOINT CESSATION 
ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE FIRST MEETING, BUT THE IMPORTANT THING 
IS "AGREEMENT BETWEEN US ON THE ASSURANCES HE NEEDS FROM 
HANOI," WHICH WILL PERMIT HIM TO JOIN THE CESSATION ANNOUNCE¬ 
MENT. I REPEATED IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE'FOR US TO GET THESE 
ASSURANCES HE HAD ASKED FORi‘1 ASKED-HIM IF HE WOULD LET / 
ME. KNOW TODAY IF HE IS PREPARED TO GO ALONG WITH THE 
OCTOBER 31 AND NOVEMBER 4 DATES. HE SAID NOVEMBER 4 WAS 
UNREASONABLE, AND HE WOULD NEED A. WEEK FROM. THE TIME WE 
AGREE ON CESSATION. IF IT-WAS UP TO HIM HE COULD. SAY YES 
TOMORROW’S DATE FOR THE JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT. ON CESSATION WITH 
A MEETING 'A WEEK LATER, BUT HE. HAD TO. CONSULT-HIS COLLEAGUES. 
HE HAD TO CONVINCE THEM AND BRING THEM ALONG, NOT ONLY THE 
VICE PRESIDENT BUT THE OTHERS, OTHERWISE HE WOULD. BE VILIFIED 
AND ISOLATED.. 

14. HERZ/THANH MEETING, OCTOBER 30 (SAIGON 41528). __ 

. I 

♦ . • ^ * . . 

THANH THEN SAID THE JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE : 

SEPARATE STATEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENTS WERE.ONE-SHOT AFFAI&S,_ 
BUT THERE WAS NO ASSURANCE THAT THE US WOULD KEEP AT THE 5b: - 
GVN*S SIDE IN REBUTTTING EVERY ATTEMPT OF.HANOI TO PICTURE 
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UNDERESTIMATE AND UNDERUTILIZE ITS OPPQRTUNITES FOR 
PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE. TO HAVE FORCED HANOI TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE 6VN COULD BE PICTURED AS A CAVE-IN. BY HANOI OF 
MOMENTOUS PROPORTIONS, AND A CAMPAIGN ALONG THOSE LINES ; 

IF PROPERLY HANDLED COULD LEAD TO THE POSSIBLE DISINTE¬ 
GRATION OF THE VC IN SOUTH VIET-NAM* / 

» • » • 

THANH SAID, "THIS IS THE TROUBLE; WE DON’T HAVE TIME 
TO PREPARE SUCH THINGS." HERZ SAID WE WOULD-BE GLAD TO 
COOPERATE IN THE IMMEDI ATE, LAUNCHING-OF SUCH A PSYWAR 
CAMPAIGN.- /• ■•••: 

• * ■ • . ’ m m 

* / 

15. THIEU’S OCTOBER.30 REPLY TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S LETTER. 

OF OCTOBER 29 (SAIGON 41543). , .* 

■: • ' 1 ' ' • ■ 7 
« * . ■ ■ 

THIEU* S OCTOBER 30 REPLY TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S LETTER ' 

OF OCTOBER 29 1> ASKS THAT- DRV EXPLICITLY‘AGREE TO HOLD 

DIRECT AND SERIOUS TALKS WITH GVN, 2) INSISTS NLF "AT MOST" _ 

BE INCLUDED IN DRV DELEGATION, 3) ASSERTS IT.. IS."INDISPENSABLE 

THAT RULES OF PROCEDURE BE ESTABLISHED BEFORE ACCEPTANCE OF 

CONFERENCE, SO THAT NLF DOES NOT. HAVE APPEARANCE OF SEPARATE 

ENTITY AND 4) STATES THAT IF SATISFACTORY ADVANCE CONDITIONS 

ARE NOT OBTAINED, THE CONFERENCE WILL-SIMPLY CREATE HIGH 

EXPECTATIONS BUT FINALLY WILL ENGENDER FRUSTRATIONS OR 

ADVERSE RESULTS. (SAIGON 41543). 

16. SITREP AS OF 0500 OCTOBER 31 (SAIGON TIME). 

BUNKER HAD THREE MEETINGS ON THE MORNING OF OCTOBER 31 
(SAIGON TIME): 

1. THIEU (FORTY MINUTES)... BUNKER PUT THE CASE IN 
THE MOST FORCEFUL, SYMPATHETIC BUT-UNRELENTING TERMS. 

BUNKER CANNOT TELL US WHAT IHIEU’S DECISION WILL BE: HE 
WAS OBVIOUSLY ROCKED, BUT THERE WAS NO TIME FOR THIEU TO 
GIVE A CONSIDERED VIEW. THIEU SAID HE WOULD CALL A.MEETING 
THAT AFTERNOON OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AND THE 
TWO HEADS OF PARLIAMENT.. THIEU ASKED BUNKER TO EXPLAIN TO 
THANH THE US POSITION ON A) THE GVN TAKING THE LEAD ON MATTERS 
CONCERNING IT, B) OUR OFFER. TO HAVE PRIVATE MEETINGS _ 

WITH HANOI BEFORE THE FIRM MEETING, C) "THE. QUESTION OF THE 

OTHER SIDE." (SAIGON 41586) 

** # , • 

2. THANH (AT 1100). BUNKER WENT OVER HIS INSTRUCTIONS, 
ANSWERED THREE QUESTIONS (ON GVN TAKING THE LEAD, HOW WE 
WOULD DEAL WITH INTERNAL SVN MATTERS AT A CONFERENCE IN 
VIEW OF GVN POSITION THEY WOULD REFUSE TO DISCUSS THESE, 
WHETHER WE COULD DISCUSS PROCEDURES WITH THE DRV BEFORE 
DIRECT TALKS BEGIN), READ THE KEY SENTENCE ON THE NLF FROM 
THE-PRESIDENT’S TALK TO THE NATION, AND WENT OVER THE TIME 
SCHEDULE. BUNKER STRESSED 1) OUR HOPE TO HAVE THE GVN WITH 
US, BUT OUR DETERMINATION TO GO AHEAD WITHOUT.THEM IF 
NECESSARY, 2) THE IMPERATIVE NEED FOR TIGHT. SECURITY. 

(SAIGON 41618). — 


3. KY (AT 1145 FOR ALMOST AN HOUR). KY RECOGNIZED 
THAT IF THE GVN AGREED TO TALK WITH HANOI THE NLF WILL^JAV 
TO BE PRESENT. AND THERE WILL HAVE TO BE CONCESSIONS. 9—_ 
WOULD USE HIS INFLUENCE IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL^MEETING JO 
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WITH THE U.S. ON THE BASIS OF KY’S STATESMANLIKE PRESENTA¬ 
TION, BUNXER BELIEVES THERE IS A BETTER THAN 50-50 CHANCE 
THE NSC WILL GO ALONG WITH US, (SAIGON 41589) 

17. SEVEN HOUR SESSION WITH THKU, KY AND THANH 

OCTOBER 31/NOVEMBER t. (SAIGON 41681)* 

• * 

AFTER MARATHON SESSION, THIEU SAYS HE IS.READY TO GO 
FORWARD WITH JOINT. ANNOUNCEMENT PROVIDING CERTAIN CHANGES 
ARE MADE IN JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT. MEETING WAS PAINFUL, 
REPETITIOUS OF OLD ARGUMENTS, AND PUNCTUATED BY FITS OF 
ANGER AT. BEING RUSHED AND PUT UNDER' THE GUN. . 

^ 4 * 

18^ BUNKER/THIEU r MEETING NOVEMBER;(SAIGON 41688). : 

• ... • - •' * • 

* • « ■ • ■ . . 

BUNKER INFORMS THIEU PRESIDENT HAD DECIDED- HE MUST 

GO AHEAD AND WOULD MAKE NATIONWIDE SPEECH..THIEU MADE■ 

THE FOLLOWING REMARKS: • v 

"I CANNOT GUESS WHETHER WE WILL-ACHIEVE THE.RESULT ^ 

WE HOP ED -FOR. OUR FIRM PURPOSE. IS TO HAVE SERIOUS TALKS 
DKCTLr WITH HANOT TO ACHIEVE PEACE-AND. PROGRESS. THE ; 
MOST LEGAL RIGHT. OF OUR GOVERNMEOT IS NOT TO_ACCEPT SERIOUS 

TALKS WITH HANOI WITH THE.NLF AS AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY* 

♦ 

-I NEVER DOUBTED THE SINCERITY OF PRESIDENT. JOHNSON 
AND THE US GOVERNMENT NOT TO RECOGNIZE THE NLF. AND ITS 
PROMISE TO SUPPORT US IN THE TALKS. WE HAVE OUR OWN - 

PROBLEMS HERE. IF WE HAD GONE INTO THESE TALKS WITH THE 
NLF IT WOULD HAVE MEANT THE DISINTEGRATION OF THE. NATION. 

THE STATE MUST HAVE STABILITY, NOT TROUBLE,.. NOT INSTABILITY; 
THAT IS OUR GRAVEST. CONCERN. 

am SORRY I CANNOT JOIN THE JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT. I 
LOOX FORWARD TO THE SPEECH OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON_BEFORE I 
any SPEECH TO THE NATION. PLEASE ASSURE.PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON THAT I WILL.CONTINUE TO HAVE THE GREATEST GRATITUDE 
TO HIM AND THE US GOVERNMENT. I THINK WE HAVE TO AWAIT 
DEVELOPMENTS NOW OF THE SITUATION AFTER WESEE HOW^WE 
COULD PROCEED TO FIND THE WAT TO FJACE WITH- HANOI. ^ 

x. REPLIED‘I HOPE WE? WILL-FIND-A WAY,.OUT OF . . 

THIS SITUATION WITH THE NLFAND THAT IS WHY WE [^ 0S ^ H£ 
Tur ^TDE/YOUR SIDE FORMULA* IT.. IS A FACT ..OF LIFE# 

Sr TS MAT RECOGNIZED BY YOU OR US, AND OUR WHOLE. PURPOSE 
F?Sd A S^Y aIoUND THIS PROBLEM SO AS- TO GET ON WITH 
IIrWuI PEACE tLSs. THAT IS WHAT WE WILL -TRY TO DO IN 

THE PERIOD WHICH LIES AHEAD. 

• * 

19. BUNKER'S ABORTIVE EFFORT TO SEE THIEU BEFORE HIS 
ADDRESS TO PARLIAMENT (SAIGON 41746). 

THTBfl REFUSES TO SEE BUNKER DESPITE. LATTER’S URGENT 
MESSAGES ANDEFFORTS TO REACH HIM BY TELEPHONE. BUNKER 
GIVES THANH TALKING PAPER CONVEYING SUBSTANCE OF 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S LETTER. f' 
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